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U.S. Department of Transportation 
Docket Operations 
West Building Ground Floor 
Room W12-140 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590-0001 

 

 
RE: Petition for Exemption from 14 CFR § 65.75(a) at Aviation Institute of 

Maintenance (AMRT647K), 1554 W38th Street, Chicago, IL, 60609. 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This petition for exemption is filed pursuant to Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR)1 part 11.2 
 
The undersigned respectfully petitions for exemption from § 65.75(a) to allow the aviation 
maintenance technician school’s (AMTS) aviation mechanic general (AMG) written test 
to be administered after AMTS students successfully complete the general portion of the 
curriculum. 
 
Specific Sections from which Exemption is Sought3 
 
§ 65.75 Knowledge requirements. 
 
(a) Each applicant for a mechanic certificate or rating must, after meeting the applicable 
experience requirements of § 65.77, pass a written test covering the construction and 
maintenance of aircraft appropriate to the rating he seeks, the regulations in this subpart, 
and the applicable provisions of parts 43 and 91 of this chapter. The basic principles 
covering the installation and maintenance of propellers are included in the powerplant 
test. 
 
(b) The applicant must pass each section of the test before applying for the oral and 
practical tests prescribed by § 65.79. A report of the written test is sent to the applicant. 
 
§ 65.77 Experience requirements. 
 
Each applicant for a mechanic certificate or rating must present either an appropriate 
graduation certificate or certificate of completion from a certificated aviation maintenance 
technician school or documentary evidence, satisfactory to the Administrator, of— 

 
1 All regulatory references are to 14 CFR unless otherwise indicated. 
2 See §§ 11.61(b), 11.63 and 11.81. 
3 See § 11.81(b). 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_161&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_163&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_181&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_181&rgn=div8


09/02/2021 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Docket Operations 
RE: Petition for Exemption from 14 CFR § 65.75(a) 
Page 2 of 3 

 
 
(a) At least 18 months of practical experience with the procedures, practices, materials, 
tools, machine tools, and equipment generally used in constructing, maintaining, or 
altering airframes, or powerplants appropriate to the rating sought; or 
 
(b) At least 30 months of practical experience concurrently performing the duties 
appropriate to both the airframe and powerplant ratings. 
 
Reason and Extent of Relief Sought4 
 
Petitioner, a certificated AMTS under part 147, seeks an exemption from § 65.75(a) to 
allow students to take the AMG written test after completing the corresponding portion of 
the curriculum, prior to meeting the experience requirements of § 65.77. 
 
Testing immediately after learning is a universally accepted instructional principle that 
reinforces learning, and is academically sound. The legitimacy of testing after learning is 
reflected in § 65.80, which allows for oral and practical tests to be administered to AMTS 
students before they meet the applicable experience requirements of § 65.77. This 
petition merely requests the same consideration of academic reinforcement be extended 
to the general written test. 
 
Petitioner has established procedures to identify and report graduates eligible to take the 
FAA written, oral, and practical tests to the FAA, test centers and affiliated Designated 
Mechanic Examiners (DME). Petitioner intends to utilize those procedures to identify 
students eligible to take the AMG written test after completion of the general curriculum. 
 
Why Granting the Relief is in the Public Interest5 
 
Allowing aviation maintenance technician students to take the FAA written test covering 
a body of knowledge immediately following completion of their studies of that material 
leads to reinforcement of academic principles, and better test passage rates. Student 
learning will be enhanced and reinforced by the immediate feedback provided by the 
testing experience. This immediate feedback, coupled with a sense of accomplishment, 
is expected to encourage students to continue their studies and reduce dropout rates. 
The student population benefits from a higher graduation rate, less economic burden from 
fewer instances of having to retake the tests, and the public as a whole benefits from a 
stronger workforce. 
 
 
Why Granting the Relief does not Adversely Affect Safety6 

 
4 See § 11.81(c). 
5 See § 11.81(d). 
6 See § 11.81(e). 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_181&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_181&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_181&rgn=div8
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The scope and content of the practical tests will not change. The FAA has acknowledged 
the equivalent level of safety, and granted such relief to several similarly situated AMTS.7 
 
Summary to be Published in the Federal Register8 
 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance (AMRT647K) petitioned for an exemption from § 
65.75(a) to allow its students to take the mechanic general written examinations after 
completing the corresponding portion of the curriculum. 
 
Additional Information and Arguments9 
 
Granting the exemption request will allow Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(AMRT647K) to remain consistent with thirteen Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
campuses as their exemptions will remain in effect until late 2023.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark D Holloway 
 
Aviation Director of Education 
 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
4455 South Boulevard, Suite 250 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
 
(765) 516-0827 
diraviation@aviationmaintenance.edu 
 

 
7 See, e.g. FAA exemption nos. 7560, 7877, 7926, and 8842. 
8 See § 11.81(f). 
9 See § 11.81(g). 

mailto:diraviation@aviationmaintenance.edu
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http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4f861c24dc49490edb1dd8fc7733dff0&node=se14.1.11_181&rgn=div8

